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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 03555 I90I44Z 
ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-I5 
SAB-02 CU-04 SY-05 NSCE-00 SSO-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 
/063 W 

I90I59Z 074839/75 

O 190I30Z MAY 77 

FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 1962 

UNCLAS PANAMA 3555 

NOTIEY JOHN BECKER, ARA/PAN, TEL. 530-9236 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PN 

SUBJECT: DEMONSTRATION ON CANAL ZONE BORDER 

REE: PANAMA 3555# 

1 . FOLLOWING THE DOWNPOUR WHICH DISPERSED THE CROWD 
REEPORTED IN REFTEL, CROWDS REGROUPED AT THE CORNER OF 
FOURTH OF JULY AVENUE AND BALBOA ROAD, ON THE EDGE OF THE 
ZONE, AT ABOUT 1715 HOURS. DEMONSTRATORS NUMBERED BETWEEN 
100 AND 125, WITH COUPLE OF HUNDRED ONLOOKERS. THEY CROSSED 
50 OR A HUNDRED FEET INTO THE ZONE AT THE STREETCORNER, WHERE 
THEY WERE ADDRESSED BY AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER. MEANWHILE 
ZONE-PLATE VEHICLES WERE STONED WITH MINOR DAMAGE. THE GROUP 
THEN MARCHED EAST UP FOURTH OF JULY, MILLED ABOUT FOR A 
WHILE AND DISPERSED. BY A FEW MINUTES AFTER 1900 IT WAS OVER. 

2. PRELIMINARY INFORMATION INDICATES THAT MOST DEMONSTRATORS 
WERE SLUM YOUTHS FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF THE PERSON SHOT 
YESTERDAY BY ZONE POLICE. NATIONAL GUARD POLICE OBSERVED 
BUT DID NOT ACTIVELY INTERVENE. 
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NOTE BY OCT: (#) REFERENCE RELIEVED TO BE 3554. 
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